
Council Meeting Minutes for March 18, 2024 
 

The Town Council of the Town of Wilsonville met in the Town Hall Council chamber at 6:30 PM 

on Monday March 18th, 2024. This regular session meeting was called to order by Mayor Ricky 

Morris.  

 

Councilmember Richard Atchison opened the meeting with prayer and 

the Pledge of Allegiance.  

The following council members answered roll call:  

Richard Atchison, Don Belcher, Larry Lowe, Blake Ray, and Melissa Rosetta.  

Mavis Cohill and Lauren Kennamer were absent. 

 

Council Minutes from the March 4th 2024 meeting was reviewed. 

Motion to approve the 2/5/2024 minutes by Councilman Don Belcher, second by 

Councilman Richard Atchison. 

Motion passed with the following vote:  Richard Atchison, yes; Don Belcher, yes; Larry 

Lowe, yes; Blake Ray, yes; Melissa Rosetta, yes.  

 

Payment of Bills and review. 

Council examined the checks prior to the meeting. 

  

Motion by Councilman Larry Lowe to approve paying of bills, second by Councilman 

Blake Ray. 

Motion passed with the following vote: Richard Atchison, yes; Don Belcher, yes; Larry 

Lowe, yes; Blake Ray, yes; Melissa Rosetta, yes. 

 

Committees and Boards. 



 

Park & Rec: A reminder to have the handicap spots painted at the storm shelter as we are 

having the lines repainted at Oak Meadow Park. 

 

Terry Bell, Homestead issues. 

Mr. Terry Bell was unable to be at the meeting tonight and asked Jamie Garrett to speak in his 

place. Homestead is seeing houses being rented as a short-term air-bnb type rental. Often on 

the weekends. There is concern that this is not allowed in their zoning rules and also that short 

term rentals can bring undesired parties and crime. Town Council requested we reach out to 

Kristine Goddard with Shelby County Dept. of Development Services to see what the zoning 

regulations are on short term rentals. 

Mayor/Council Committee comments: 

 Mayor Morris informed council that a letter had been received from the Wilsonville 

Elementary School asking and thanking them for their $3000 annual donation. This has already 

been built into the budget and this donation will be sent to the school. The Mayor also 

addressed the resolution that Harpersville had recently passed regarding the Old Flea Market 

property; and asked for the councils opinion on this resolution. The Town clerk was asked to 

read aloud Harpersville Resolution 2024-03-04-03 for the public attending.  

 Blake Ray agreed that this proposed construction of the Breakaway Pointe Transitional 

facility will negatively affect the Town. However, he questions what our council job here would 

be because the property in question is not in our Town ‘s jurisdiction. As the property is in 

unincorporated un-zoned Shelby County, the Shelby County Planning and Zoning Commission is 

really in charge here., with this property.  

 Ricky added as the Mayor I think if we pass this resolution and team up with 

Harpersville, we can show Shelby County Commission that we are solidly against this facility 

being built. 

 Larry Lowe asked if Shelby County Commission has asked for the Town Councils opinion 

on this issue. No they have not.  

 Don Belcher gave information that he had from previous interactions with the Lifelink 

program. How the incarcerated men are carefully vetted and have to complete the CORE 

program in prison. He suggested we have the Shelby County Commission and Randy Walker 

come to a council meeting so people can ask questions and maybe learn more about this. Don is 

no longer affiliated with Lifelink or CORE programs.  He did mention that Randy Walker and 

Mayor Morris have agreed to a meeting the first week of April to discuss the situation.   



 Blake Ray suggested we rewrite the Harpersville resolution for the Town of Wilsonville, 

as we can’t vote and pass a resolution that has not been written yet, and also write up a letter 

that the Council could sign and send to the Shelby County Planning and Zoning Commission.  

   

Public Comments: 

Aside from the clerk: There were many public comments, and speakers did not identify 

themselves before talking. I am listing many of the repeated comments and sentiments that 

were given, to give an accurate report as possible. 

I think Shelby County commission would like to hear back from the Town Council so they know 

our position on this.  

The people here are asking the Town Council to speak on their behalf and show how we feel on 

this project. To show the image of what we want here in Wilsonville.  

This is definitely going to hurt property values.  

Think of the families and grand children that will be affected. 

This is a beautiful Town and we are just going to throw a prison center right in the middle of it. 

We as the public are asking the Town Council to step up to the plate and make a statement to 

Shelby County Commission on how the residents in Wilsonville feel about this proposed facility. 

Randy Walker has been deceptive in his dealings with this property. 

Pass this resolution to show that the Town does not want this facility being built here.  

People will not want to move to Wilsonville if they know this place is here.   

This property would be much better used as a park or senior center.  

   

  

There being no further business to come before the council, Councilman Richard Atchison made 

a motion to adjourn the meeting; Councilman Larry Lowe seconded. The motion received 

unanimous approval. 

Meeting adjourned 7:16 P.M. 

 

 

Ricky Morris, Mayor                                                                                  Attest 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


