
Council Meeting Minutes for August 19th, 2024 
 

 Town of Wilsonville, Town Council met in the Town Hall Council chamber at 6:30 PM on Monday 

August 19th, 2024. This regular session meeting was called to order by Mayor Ricky Morris. 

Quorum was verified.  

 

Councilmember Richard Atchison opened the meeting with prayer and 

the Pledge of Allegiance:  

The following council members answered roll call:  

Richard Atchison, Don Belcher, Lauren Kennamer, Larry Lowe, and Melissa Rosetta.  

Mavis Cohill and Blake Ray were absent. 

Council Minutes from the August 5th, 2024 meeting were reviewed: 

Motion to approve the 8/5/2024 minutes by Councilman Larry Lowe, second 

Councilman Don Belcher. 

Motion passed with the following vote:  Richard Atchison, yes; Don Belcher, yes; Lauren 

Kennamer, yes; Larry Lowe, yes; Melissa Rosetta, yes. 

Payment of Bills and review: 

Council examined the checks prior to the meeting. 

There was some discussion on the cost of using Bones Lawn Care and looking at hiring someone 

into the Town to just take care of mowing issues. 

Motion by Councilman Larry Lowe to approve the paying of bills, second by 

Councilwoman Melissa Rosetta. 

Motion passed with the following vote:  Richard Atchison, yes; Don Belcher, yes; Lauren 

Kennamer, yes; Larry Lowe, yes; Melissa Rosetta, yes. 

  

Hobbs Rezoning from B-1 to A-1: 

Resolution #Z24-006 Hobbs Rezoning. Town of Wilsonville Planning and Zoning 

Commission.  



Richard Atchison gave a brief explanation of the rezoning request and the recommendation 

from the Town of Wilsonville Planning and Zoning Commission for approval. A copy of this 

request and staff report is attached to the minutes.  

Motion by Councilman Larry Lowe to approve rezoning request #Z24-006 second from 

Councilman Don Belcher.  

Motion passed with the following vote:  Richard Atchison, yes; Don Belcher, yes; Lauren 

Kennamer, yes; Larry Lowe, yes; Melissa Rosetta, yes.  

Short Term Rental Ordinance discussion: 

Butch Ellis from the Towns legal group was in attendance, and the Council asked him for an 

update on what other Cities/Town’s and the County are doing with the STR issue. Shelby County 

is currently working toward drafting definitions and providing zoning with STR’s. They are also 

looking into Lodging taxes and who would be responsible for collecting this tax. Butch suggested 

that Wilsonville wait for another Town to have an ordinance on STR’s that will hold up in court. 

Currently many cities are dealing with litigation concerning the attempt to legislate STR’s. 

Council agreed that we need to continue to discuss this issue, work on defining what time 

frames and zoning issues need to be addressed. Encouragement to look at the previous 

Ordinances that have been handed out as examples and get ideas from there. This issue needs 

to be on the next agenda. 

Cemetery Fence:  

A quote for running fencing on the side of the cemetery that has the retaining wall was included 

in Council packets. The quote from Metro Fence was $7600. Council asked for a few more 

quotes and to have this added to the next agenda. Lauren asked for a temporary orange 

webbed safety fence be installed in the meantime. 

Beautification Board: 

Diane Moore reported that September would be the last month of the year for the Wilsonville 

Yard of the Month. October will be focused on the best fall display with judging on October 15th. 

December we will have a best holiday yard display award. The Board would like to have funds 

put into their budget to have the Christmas lights around town on the buildings repaired. They 

recommend not using them this year. The stars they wanted to salvage are too large to fit on the 

newer sidewalk light poles.  Larry Lowe will be checking on the lightbulbs and if we need to 

order any. 

  

 



Mayor/Council Committee comments: 

Mayor Morris: We are working on the budgets. You have some of them printed for you. All the 

fuel tax ones and smaller budgets. Please take these home so that we can discuss them at the 

next meeting. Melissa Rosetta reminded everyone that the food drive will be tomorrow August 

20th. Richard Atchison asked if the food drive would be continuing after this month. It is month 

to month right now and unknown.  

Public Comments:  

Paula Phillips the former owner of the old flea market property, now Breakaway Pointe, 

addressed Council. She wanted to clarify that there have been many misconceptions given to 

the council, about the prison reform program and the men that attended this program. She and 

her husband operated a released prison reform program before the property moved to Randy 

Walker and Breakaway Pointe. She spoke of their reform program and how her husband was 

very strict about who was even allowed to attend. Their program was very successful, it was 

considered at that time to be the Harvard of prison reform, and they never had any sex 

offenders participate in their program. Participation in their program required the following of 

52 guidelines, and she suggested that if Council wanted to check any of her information to 

contact the parole officer at the time for this area, Aaron Bedford. The property was only sold 

because she was unable to manage it after her husband Buck passed away.  

There being no further business to come before the council, Councilman Richard Atchison made 

a motion to adjourn the meeting; Councilwomen Lauren Kennamer and Larry Lowe immediately 

seconded. The motion received unanimous approval. 

Meeting adjourned 7:03 P.M. 

 

 

Ricky Morris, Mayor                                                                                  Attest 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


